
ACTIONS FOR SAFE AND EFFICIENT 
RE-OPENING OF BORDERS 

AFRAA es�mates that the loss of revenues by African 
airlines for the year 2020 due to the pandemic stands at 
US$10.21 billion. The safe re-opening of borders by 
governments and relaxa�on of travel restric�ons is 
necessary to s�mulate the much needed demand for the 
resump�on of air travel.

Es�mated Revenue loss for 2020 : USD 10.21 billion 

Passenger Revenue

The following ac�ons are key for the safe and efficient re-
opening of Borders:

1. Harmonisa�on of health security protocols
Systema�c tes�ng, harmoniza�on of health security 
protocols, mutual recogni�on across countries and 
streamlining of health screening processes is 
necessary to enhance passenger experience. 

Ÿ The harmoniza�on should include the validity period of 
the nega�ve cer�ficate.

Ÿ The validity period selected should be reasonable.
States should remain vigilant to all applicable 
regula�ons, laws, guidelines, and standards issued by 
na�onal and interna�onal authori�es aiming at 
minimizing infec�on and maintaining a safe public 
health corridor during travel. 
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2. Reduc�on of high PCR test costs in Africa 
The PCR test costs are very high in some African states. 
11 African States charge between US$ 50-100 while 7 
others charge above US$ 100. AFRAA's call to 
governments is for the reduc�on of the high cost of 
tes�ng fees.  

Ÿ AFRAA commends the harmonised ECOWAS 
Protocol for cross border movement of persons and 
goods during the pandemic and capping of the cost of 
PCR test for ECOWAS na�onals at a maximum of 
US$50. We call upon the ECOWAS States to 
implement this reduc�on. We further call for the 
extension of the cost reduc�on to non-ECOWAS 
travellers.

Ÿ Ghana for instance, has reduced the fees from USD$150 to USD$50 for ECOWAS na�onals but 
the fee for non-ECOWAS na�onals remains at USD$150.

3. Vaccina�on
Vaccina�on will mi�gate the greatest risks. However, 
un�l when there is sa�sfactory access to the vaccine, 
reasonable vaccina�on coverage and sufficient 
evidence and guidance on the use of the vaccine is 
available, AFRAA and industry stakeholders is calling 
for States not to impose the vaccina�on as a 
mandatory pre-entry and exit criteria for travel. 

On the shipment of vaccines to and within Africa, 
AFRAA appeals for the priori�za�on of African 
carriers with capacity for transporta�on, storage and 
distribu�on of the vaccine. 

AFRAA remains at the forefront of the air transport 
industry to support an efficient recovery of the 
sector and business con�nuity. More informa�on 
on AFRAA ac�ons and ini�a�ves is available on 
AFRAA website: h�ps://afraa.org/corona_news/ 
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