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AFRAA develops a COVID-19 recovery plan for the African airline 

industry 

 
Nairobi, Kenya-   AFRAA, in support to its members during these exceptional circumstances 

of COVID-19 pandemic, has staged a webinar as part of urgent, immediate and consistent 

actions for the survival of the industry. The webinar which was held under the theme: 

“navigating COVID-19 pandemic and preparing for recovery post-crisis” provided a 

platform for AFRAA to document valuable inputs from airlines that forms part of AFRAA’s 

recovery plan for the rebound of the Airline industry.  

 

AFRAA’s Secretary General, Mr. Abderahmane Berthe stated: “The world is experiencing the 

adverse impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and the aviation industry is amongst 

the worst impacted.  The African Airlines Association is in solidarity with the rest of the world 

in collaborative efforts to support the airline industry during these difficult times.” 

 

He added that for African economies to recover, a vibrant aviation industry will be critical given 

the sector’s significant role in economic and social development.  

A number of subject matter experts made presentations on how African airlines can create and 

implement their recovery plans on areas such as: fleet and network repositioning, finance and 

cash flow issues, fuel trends and fuel efficiency measures among others. A recovery plan that 

outlines a framework of actions to be taken by AFRAA and other stakeholders was one of the 

key outcomes of the session.  

 

Since the onset of the crisis, AFRAA has taken various initiatives to date and is working closely 

with key air transport institutions and partners to find workable solutions to ensure the sector’s 

resilience to the pandemic and for post recovery efforts. 

 

In collaboration with the United Nations Commission for Africa (UNECA), AFRAA is currently 

conducting a survey to quantify the impact of COVID-19 on African Airlines, the results will be 

part of the inputs for AFRAA’s lobbying efforts for financial support from governments to 

Airlines. 

 

Airlines and stakeholders at the webinar stressed the need for coordinated efforts and a 

collaborative approach to ensure the sustainability of the airline industry whose operations has 

been greatly affected by the pandemic. The webinar concluded with a recovery plan that 

outlined a framework of actions to be taken by AFRAA in collaboration with various 

stakeholders. 
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About    AFRAA 

The African Airlines Association, also known by its acronym AFRAA, is a trade association of airlines from 

the member states of the African Union (AU). Founded in Accra, Ghana, in April 1968, and headquartered 

in Nairobi, Kenya, AFRAA’s mission is to promote, serve African Airlines and champion Africa’s aviation 

industry. The Association envisions a sustainable, interconnected and affordable Air Transport industry in 

Africa where African Airlines become key players and drivers to African economic development. 

AFRAA membership of 45 airlines cuts across the entire continent and includes all the major 

intercontinental African operators. The Association members represent over 85% of total international 

traffic carried by African airlines. 

 


